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I.

INTRODUCTION

Eligibility rules have been a major concern of high
school educators ever since schools began to assume some
responsibility for the control and supervision of interschool competition on the high school level .

This system

has developed over the years until today almost every high
school conforms to standards and regulations set up by
their state athletic associations and the National Federation
of State High School Athletic Associations .
Although eligibility rules have been developed to
their highest degree today, there is still great disparity
in eligibility standards between states .
It is the purpose of this survey to compare .those
eligibility rules which have common headings among the states
and which pertain to the athlete himself.

The survey involves

the National Federation of State High School Athletic Associations, the Kentucky High School Athletic Association, the
Indiana High School Athletic Association, the Michigan High
School Athletic Association, the Missouri State High School
Activities Association, the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic
Association, and the Illinois High School Association.
Only those headings, such as age, awards, and seasons
of competition, which are common between the associations
-1-
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involved are considered.

No special rules, such as

Indiana's marriage rule and Illinois' military service
rule, are dealt with in this paper .
Six states of the Midwest , including Illinois,
Indiana, Wisconsin, Missouri, Michigan , and Kentucky, and
the National Federation, were contacted .
This study is further limited because not all of
the states contacted sent interpretations with their rules .

II.

PURPOSE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF STATE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATIONS
With the turn of the nineteenth century there came
an increased interest in interscholastic athletics in this
country.

Athletic promoters seized upon this oppor-

tunity for purposes of publicity, prestige, and profit.
These people used many high school young people for
their exploitations.

Many disturbing factors rose out of

these first ventures into the use of high school youngsters
in interscholastic competition.

.

The various state athletic

associations were not strong enough at the time to prohibit
interstate meets and competition on a national level that
involved many high school students and many thousands of
miles of travel. 1
Educators soon realized the injustice that was going
on and the threat to the orderly educational process. 2
On May 14, 1920, L.

w.

Smith, secretary of the Illinois

High School Association, issued invitations to neighboring
state associations to come together for the purpose of
!Whitten, Charles w. , Interscholastics {Chicago:
Illinois High School Association, 1950), pp. 140-141.
2 Ibid., pp.

140-ll~l .

-3-

-4discussing problems which had resulted from high school
contests which were organized by colleges and universities
and other clubs and promoters .

Representatives from

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa , Michigan, and Wisconsin answered
the call .

It was decided at this meeting that the

welfare of high school students must be undertaken by
the various state associations and in order to accomplish
this throughout the states, a national association would
have to be formed .

They drew up a constitution and by-

laws and adopted the name of the Midwest Federation of
State High School Athletic Associations .

This was the

forerunner to the present National Federation . 3
The present National Federation was formed in 1922
with eleven states as members, and since that time it has
grown to its present size of forty-nine state associations . 4
The primary purpose of the National Federation is
for the protection of high school athletes through the
state associations .

The Constitution of the National Feder-

ation reads as follows:
The object of this Federation shall be to
protect and supervise the interstate athletic
interests of high schools belonging to the state
associations , to assist in those activities of the
state associations which can best be operated on
a nationwide scale, to sponsor meetings , publications and activities which will permit each
state association to profit by the experience of
3National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, Handbook , (Chicago: 1960-61) , p . 4 .
4Forsythe , Charles E. , Administration of yigh School
Athletics {New York: Prentice Hall, Inc . , l~ , pp . 12-13.

-5all other member associations, and to coordinate the
work so that waste effort and unnecessary duplications will be avoidea.5
The legislative body of the National Federation consists of the National Council, made up of one representative
from each member state association and who must be a member
of the state board of control.

The National Council is

responsible for setting up the recommenaed minimum eligibility requirements, which are used in this paper.6
The executive body of the National Federation
consists of the Executive Committee of seven state
board of control members from the seven territorial s~ctions. Their election is by the National
Council.f
Following is a list of other noteworthy accomplishments
of the National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations:
l.

Elimination of outlaw team competition

2.

Development of greater uniformity in eligibility rules

3.

Elimination of national championships

4.

Scheduling of interstate contests ("This ruling
was set up to aid state associations in
connection with dual interstate contests.
Its regulations simply provide that, in games
between schools in different states, local
state association regulations obtain for
each school.")H

5National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, EE• cit., p. 7.
6Forsythe,

EE• .£.!!., p. 13.

7National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, .2E.• .£.!!., p. 9.
8Forsythe, .2E.•

.£.!!.,

p.

15.
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5.

Writing of playing rules

6.

Cost and approval of athletic equipment

7.

Approval of records

8.

National policies
a. Resolution on solicitation of high
school athletes
b. Agreement between organized baseball
and the National Federation of State
High School Athletic Associations
c. National and sectional meets
d. All-star and post-season meets
e. Sectioned meets and long-distance
contests
f. Cardinal athletic principles
g. National promotions involving high
school athletes
h. Standards in athletics

9.

Carry on experimentation

10.

Publication of books and bulletins.9

The National Federation represents the largest
closely-knit organized body of amateur athletes
in the world and as indicated above, it has
concerned itself largely with the protection and
regulation of interstate interests of member
schools of its organization. This has been a
most valuable service, and in it probably lies
its greatest contribution.10

9Ibid., pp. 13-32.
lOibid., p. 13.

III.

ELIGIBILITY RULES

The National Federation recommends that a student
be declared ineligible when reaching the twentieth birthday,
with certain modifications which are left up to the
individual state.11
Kentucky association rule states that a student
becomes ineligible on the twentieth birthday with no
modifications. 12
Indiana, in a sense, has two age laws:

one, a

nineteen-year-old law and another, a twenty-year-old law.
If the student's nineteenth birthday
occurs on or after August 15, he is eligible for
fall sports; if the nineteenth birthday
occurs on or after November 1, he is eligible
for winter sports; if the nineteenth birthday
occurs on or after March 1, he is eligible
for spring sports. This rule is effective for all
students who enroll in high school after May 23,
1959. Students shall be ineligible for any
interschool athletic competition upon reaching
twenty years of age. This rule is effective until
August 15, 1963, for all students who have bee£
enrolled in high school prior to May 23, 1959. 3
11 National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, ~· cit., pp. 11-12.
12Kentucky High School Athletic Association, Handbook
(Lexington, Kentucky: 1962-63), p. 13.
l3Indiana High School Athletic Association, Handbook
(Indianapolis, Indiana: 1962-63), p. 26.

-7-

-8Michigan's age rule is somewhat more liberal than
that of Indiana, yet more restrictive than that of Kentucky.
The Michigan rule states:
A student who competes in any interscholastic
athletic contest must be under nineteen years of
age except that a student whose nineteenth birthday
occurs on or after September 1 of a current school
year i~ eligible for the balance of that school
year.14The rule goes further to say that records of births will
be established only by birth certificates, baptismal records,
school records and affidavits.15
Illinois's and Wisconsin's age rules are similar to
those of Michigan and Indiana.

Both Illinois 1 s and

Wisconsin's rules state that a student cannot participate
after the student reaches the nineteenth birthday with the
following exceptions:
In Wisconsin-• • • if his nineteenth birthday occurs on
or after September l he is eligible for the
balance of the season concerned, provided such
student does not compete in that sport after
December l of the school year; if he becomes
nineteen on or after November 1, he may participate for the balance of the season concerned,
provided such student does not compete in
that sport after April 15 of that school year;
if a student becomes nineteen on or after
14Michigan High School Athletic Association,
Handbook, (Lansing, Michigan: Prepared by the State
Department of Public Instruction, 1962-63), Deg. I,
Sec. II, p. 31.
1 5rbid., p. 31.

-9March l, he may participate for the balance of
the season in that sport for that school year.l 6
In Illinois-• • • if his nineteenth birthday occurs on or
after August 25, but before December 11, he shall
become ineligible on December 10; if his nineteenth
birthday occurs on or after December 11, but
before April 11, he shall become ineligible on
April 10; if his nineteenth birthday occurs on
or after April 11, he may retain his eligibility
for the remainder of the school year.17
Missouri's age rule is completely different from any
of those stated above.

In Missouri, if a student becomes

twenty on a certain day, that student may participate in
athletics until midnight of the preceding day.18
Summary
The most widely accepted ruling on age requirements
here seems to be that of declaring a student ineligible upon
reaching the nineteenth birthday with modifications as
stated previously.

Yet there are two states--Kentucky and

Missouri--that seem to have, to the writer, a rather liberal
twenty-year-old ruling on age.
Michigan has a nineteen-year-old ruling, but it is
more liberal than the other nineteen-year-old rulings
involved here.
16wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
Bulletin (Stevens Point, Wisconsin: 1962-63), Supplements 1,
2, and 3, Section 7, pp. 14-15.
17Illinois High School Association, Official Handbook
(Springfield, Illinois: Prepared by the State Department
of Public Instruction, 1962-63), Art. I, Sec. 9, p. 14.
18Missouri State High School Activities Association,
34th Annual Official Handbook (Columbia, Missouri: Edited by
Irvin A. Keller, Executive Secretary), Art. V, Sec. 1-F, p. 8.

-10The writer tends to agree with Charles Whitten that a
boy should be declared ineligible upon reaching nineteen
years of age with modifications as stated . 19

Such a rule

would safeguard the health and welfare of the boys competing.
Enrollment
Enrollment, as covered here, will be defined as
being in attendance at regularly scheduled classes and
being registered and recorded on the school role .
The National Federation recommends that a student
be ineligible unless the student is enrolled by the
eleventh school day of the semester . 20
The Kentucky rule on enrollment is somewhat more
liberal than the rest of the states involved here .

A

student has twenty school days in which to enroll, after
the semester starts, before being declared ineligible .
Also, this requirement may be waived by the Commissioner
if evident injustice were to appear .
constitutes a semester. 21

Six weeks' enrollment

Indiana's rule on enrollment is more liberal than
one would expect after reading their other rules .

In order

to be eligible for competition, a student must have entered
some high school within the first fifteen school days of
19whitten, Charles W., .£E.• cit . , p . 9 .
20 National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, ££ • cit ., p. 12 .
21
Kentucky High School Athletic Association, .21?. • cit .,
pp. 13-14.
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the semester.

A student who withdraws from school within

the first fifteen days of school without having participated
shall not be credited with a semester of eligibility. 22
In Michigan, the enrollment rule is similar to that
of Indiana's.

Their rule states that "a student must be

enrolled in a high school not later than Monday of the
fourth week of the semester in which he competes." 2 3
A student must enter school within the first eleven
days of a semester to be eligible in Missouri.

This may be

waived if a student is prevented from enrolling because of
service in any military service, provided the student enrolls
at the first opportunity within thirty days after receiving
a discharge.

If a student withdraws before the first

twenty school days of a semester, the student will not be
credited with a semester of attendance. 24
In Wisconsin, a student must have been enrolled before
the seventeenth day of school in order to be eligible for
that semester.

A semester of attendance in Wisconsin shall

be counted if a student is enrolled for eight weeks or has
participated interscholastically. 2 5 This eight weeks' part
of Wisconsin's law seems to be somewhat more liberal than
most of the other states.

p.

24.

p. 28.

22 Indiana High School Athletic Association, .££.• cit.,
2 3Michigan High School Athletic Associat~on, .££.• cit.,
~

24Missouri State High School Activities Association,
£E.• cit., pp. 6-7.
2 5wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
.£E.• cit., p.

14.

-12The Illinois enrollment rule states that:
A student must be a bona fide student of a
member school and that he must be enrolled and
in attendance no later than the eleventh school
day of a semester. If illness or quarantine of
himself or immediate family should cause him
delay in enrollment, the Board of Directors shall
have power to waiver this requirement. Proof
with a statement must be submitted to the Board
of Directors within ten days of his entry.26
Summary
Illinois and Missouri are the only two states involved
here who comply to the recommendations of the National
Federation pertaining to being enrolled by the eleventh
school day.
The rest of the states vary in their rulings from
fifteen school days in Indiana to twenty school days in
Kentucky.
Most of the states involved here agree that this
ruling may be waived if injustices appear.

It seems that

each state has developed its ruling to fit its situation.
Physical Examinations
The National Federation recommends that a student be
declared ineligible if the student does not present, during
the year, a physician's certificate that the student is
physically fit for athletic competition.27

No stipulation

26rllinois High School Association, ££• cit., p. 11.
2 7National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, .££• cit., p. 12.

-13is made by the National Federation in the rule as to when
this physician's certificate must be presented:

either

before a student participates or sometime during the year.
Kentucky 1 s rule states "That the principal or superintendent should have a physician's certificate to the effect
that the student is physically fit to take severe exercise
without undue risk and also a parent's consent slip." 28
Indiana's rule on physical examinations and parent's
permit slips is quite concise.

Their rule reads as follows:

Previous to a student's first practice for
any interscholastic athletic contest, he shall
have on file in the principal's office for each
school year, a parent's and physician's certificate of physical fitness, giving the written
consent of the father, mother, or guardian for
such athletic participation. The physical examination shall be made prior to the student's first
practice for any interscholastic athletic contest
by a physician licensed to practice medicine in
Indiana.
Previous to the student's first interschool
participation, the principal shall certify to the
I.H.S.A.A. that the certificates required herein
are on file in his office.
A student properly certified to participate
in interscholastic athletic activities, who is
absent from school or who is physically unable to
practice for five consecutive days due to illness
or injury, must present to his principal a statement from a physician licensed to practice medicine
in Indiana that he is again physically fit to
participate in interscholastic athletics.29
This rule of Indiana's is one of the most concise
and clear rulings of any of the states involved.

p.

p.

24.
25.

28 Kentucky High School Athletic Association, .2E.• cit.,
2 9Indiana High School Athletic Association, .2E.•

£!1.,

-14Michigan's rule is somewhat similar to Indiana's
in that the principal and superintendent must have on file
in their office a physician's statement certifying , for the
current school year, that the student is, in the opinion
of the examining physician, able to compete in athletics . 30
They recommend , but do not require , that the student
have this examination before the student practices for a
given sport .

Also, in the case of serious injury or extended

illness, a student should be re-examined by a physician .
The Michigan Athletic Accident Benefit Plan has a regulation, that in all medical claims of ten dollars or more ,
the student must be re-examined by a physician before the
student is again covered under its provisions . 3 1
Wisconsin requires that a student have a physical
examination by a licensed physician, on a form provided
by that state association, on file in the Executive Office
of the association , certifying that the boy is physically
fit to participate in athletics .

This is to be submitted

before the student may participate in athletic competition .
Also, a boy with a hernia is ineligible for competition
until a licensed physician certifies that the defect has
been corrected or repaired by means other than an
orthopedic method .

p. 31.

A boy will also be declared ineligible

30Michigan High School Athletic Association, £1?. • cit . ,
~

3 1 rbid . , p . 31.

-15for competition until a parent's permission slip has been
filed with the principai.32
Missouri's rule is somewhat similar to Kentucky's.
It states that the school shall require that each student
have a physician's certificate stating that the student is
physically able to participate in athletic contests.33
The Illinois rule on physical examinations reads
as follows:
He shall not be permitted to engage in practice
or play in an interscholastic athletic contest
unless he shall have filed with his high school
principal a certificate of physical fitness issued
by a competent physician not more thpn one year
preceding such practice or contest.3~
Summary
It is evident that some of the rulings covered
under this section are inconsistent in their interpretations.

For example, Missouri and Kentucky do not

stipulate whether or not a physical examination is
required before a student practices or plays.
The writer feels that state associations should require
students to have a doctor's certification that they are in
good health before they are allowed to even practice.
Indiana's ruling on physical examinations seems, to
the writer, the most complete of the rulings involved.
3 2w1sconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
.2.E.• .£!!., pp. 16-17.
33Missouri State High School Activities Association,

.2.E.•

_ill~,

p. 17.

34rllinois High School Association, £.E.• ~., p. 21.

-16-

Some states also tag a parent's permit slip along
with the physical examinations which would seem to be a
good procedure.
Certification of Eligibility
The Indiana rule regarding certification of eligibility
reads as follows:
The eligibility of all contestants shall
be certified to by the principal of the school
in accordance with the rules hereby adopted.
Such statements shall be exchanged by the
principals, in writing, prior to the beginning
of any contest.
In cases of disputes, the principal must
furnish the Board of Control the following data
in regard to each contest: The date and number
of semesters of enrollment in high school;
the number of years he has been a member of a
secondary school athletic team; date and place
of birth; average mark in each subject for the
preceding semester in school; average mark in
each subject from the beginning of the current
term and semester. A school which does not
furnish this data shall be denied championship
honers, and may be exgluded from all games,
tourneys, and meets.3~
In Kentucky, the principals of each contesting school
are to mail to the other a statement, no later than
Wednesday of the preceding week before the contest, to
the effect that all persons listed on the eligibility
sheet, which is supplied by the state association, are
certified to represent that school on the date specified.3 6
35rndiana High School Athletic Association, .2E.• cit.,
p. 21.
p. 11.

36Kentucky High School Athletic Association, £E.• ~.,

-17Before certifying to the eligibility of
a player, a principal shall verify the player's age
by referring to the vital statistics records of
the state in which the player was born , or in
the absence of a state record, to the earliest
available school enrollment and census records .
This requirement shall apply both to original
certifications and to the certification of an
athlete who has been received by transfer from
another school . Any school which contests against
a team which has not provided an eligibility
list shall be suspended from membership . 37
Also along this line , Kentucky requires that each
principal of a member school send to the Commissioner a
list of all students who participated in any regularly
scheduled first-team games .

This information is then

placed on the standard eligibility blank set up for each
student . 3 8
In Michigan , the principal or superintendent must
certify the contestants on the basis of the student's age,
athletic status, and scholastic status .

They must then

send master eligibility lists to all scheduled opponents
and to the state association five days before the first
game in each season and at the beginning of the second
semester .

Five days before each contest, a current

eligibility list is sent to each scheduled opponent . 39
37rbid. , p . 11 .
3Slbid ., p. 12 .
p.

46.

39Michigan High School Athletic Association , .2£• cit . ,

-18The competing schools and the state association must
be notified at once of the certification of additions to
the squaa.4°
The Missouri State High School Activities Association
states that the principal or superintendent of a given
school must sign the standard eligibility blank on which
each student is certified and submit this blank to the
school with which his team is competing five days before
the contest.4 1
In Wisconsin, the principal is given the responsibility
of certification of eligibility of contestants.

Wisconsin's

rule is similar to Michigan's in that each school is
required to. send master eligibility lists in duplicate to
the state association five days before the first contest in
each sport.

Also, current eligibility lists must be

exchanged by competing schools five days before the date
of the contest.

Wisconsin's rule adds that if this is

neglected, no consideration will be given to appeals or
protests made by the offending school.42
In Illinois, the principal is in charge of certification of eligibility.

The length of time allowed for

the exchange of eligibility lists between competing
schools is no later than five school days and no more than

40~., p.

41Missouri

46.
State High School Activities Association,

..<2E.• cit., p. 8.

42wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
..<2E.• .£1:!., p. 14.

-19ten school days before the contest.

These eligibility

lists must be filled out on blanks furnished by the Board
of Directors of the state association.

If a player is to

be added, the player's name should appear on the eligibility
list and a letter accompanying it explaining the situation.43
The National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations has, to the writer's knowledge, no recommendation
on the certification of eligibility.
Summary
The certification of eligibility is left up to either
the principal or the superintendent of the high school in
the cases dealt with in this paper.
The state associations stress the importance of
certifying the eligibility of athletic participants and
of the filling out of eligibility blanks on forms furnished
by them.
Exchange of eligibility lists between schools ranges
anywhere from five days before a contest to a week before
a contest .
The writer feels that the requiring of high schools
to send a master eligibility sheet to the state association
is an excellent idea .

By doing this, some of the conflicts

on eligibility may be reduced or eliminated.
43Illinois High School Association,

~·

cit., p.

25 .

-20Scholarship
The National Federation recommends, in regard to
this rule, that a student be declared ineligible "· •• if
he has failed to do passing work in at least fifteen periods
(three full-credit subjects) per week . 44

The National

Federation also recommends that the student be declared
ineligible if the student has failed to do passing work in
at least fifteen periods of work in the immediately preceding
semester . 45
In Kentucky , a student must be passing in at least
three full-credit high school courses for the current
semester up to and including Monday of the week in which
the contest is to be played.

Grade school students who

participate on the high school level must be passing in
three-fourths of their total subjects.

Any other students

having official connection with the athletic program, such
as managers, must comply to these same rulings .
rulings apply for the preceding semester.

These same

Special tests or

school work may be made up from a preceding semester if it
is done before the end of the second week of the current
semester . 46
44National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, 2..12 • cit . , p . 12 .
45rbid . , p . 12 .
46Kentucky High School Athletic Association, .2.E. • cit . ,
pp. 13-14.

-21Indiana's scholarship rule states that:
Each contestant must have and be maintaining
for the current semester, a passing grade in
each of three or more subjects, for which a full
semester of credit is given, requiring a minimum
of fifteen regular high school recitations per
week, exclusive of rhetorical, physical training,
military drill and deportment; in his last preceding semester in school he must also have met
the same requirements throughout the entire
semester . Passing work is meant work of such
character that credit should be entered on the
school records were credit given at the time of
certification . 47
In Michigan, a student must be passing in at least
fifteen credit hours per week from the beginning of the
current semester to the seventh day prior to the contest
in order to be eligible for competition in athletics . 4 8
The same ruling applies for the previous semester
record except that deficiencies from a previous semester
may not be made up during a subsequent semester or any other
time for qualification for that semester, except in cases
of disabling illness during the last two weeks of the
semester, or for other reasons equally valid , providing that
an application is made to the State Director by the superintendent or principal whereupon the state council will
rule on the case . 49
In Missouri , in order to be eligible for competition, a student must be enrolled in at least three courses
47rndiana High School Athletic Association, ~ · cit .,
pp . 21-22 .
-

48Michigan

High School Athletic Association,

pp. 34-35 .

49 rbid . ,

pp . 34-35 .

~· cit .,

-22-

that meet daily and which offer at least one and one-half
units of credit in the current semester.5°

No stipulation

is made here as to whether or not a student must be passing
a certain number of units or credits during the current
semester to be eligible for that semester.
To be eligible in a given semester, a student must
have earned one and one-half credits in at least three
subjects that met daily the preceding semester.

Credits

earned after the close of a semester are not counted as
having been earned in the preceding semester.51
Wisconsin requires a student who wishes to compete in
athletics to be carrying and passing in at least fifteen
hours of work per week and also to have earned fifteen hours
of credit during the preceding semester.

Make-up work from

the preceding semester must be made up by the end of the
second week of the current semester in order to be eligible
for that semester.52
Illinois's rule on scholarship states that:
A student must be doing passing work in at
least fifteen hours of high school work per
week. Passing work here is regarded as work of
such a grade that if on any given date, the
student should transfer to another school, work
of a passing grade would immediately be certified
to the school to which he transfers.
50Missouri State High School Activities Association,
.££• cit., p. 6.
5lrbid., PP· 6, 20.
5 2wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
.££. c it • ' p • 14.

-23A student must be eligible from the start of
the semester up to within five to ten days before
the contest, when the eligibility lists are
exchanged. Every time an eligibility list is
sent Q~t, each student must be checked for passing

work.~J

Regarding a student's previous semester record,
tt

• • • he shall, unless he be entering upon secondary school

work for the first time, have credit on the school records for
fifteen hours of high school work for the previous semester."54
With regard to make-up work, only disabling illness
of oneself or of the immediate family and quarantine are
acceptable, provided that the facts of the case and affidavits signed by the attending physician and the school
principal are sent to the Board of Directors of the state
association within thirty days after the student re-enters
schoo1.55
Summary
The states involved in this comparison adhere closely
to the National Federation's recommendations on scholarship.
However, Missouri makes no stipulation on passing work in
the current semester.
Differences are noted regarding the checking of
scholarship.

Some states have set a definite time before

each contest while others check right before the eligibility
sheets are exchanged.
53Illinois High School Association, .2.E.• cit., p. 11.

54~.,

pp. 11-12.

55rbid., p. 12.

-24Undergraduate Standing and
Semesters of Attendance and
Seasons of Competition~
The National Federation recommends that a student be
declared ineligible if the student has attended eight
semesters in a four-year high school or six semesters in a
senior high school or if the student has graduated.

Fifteen

days in attendance would constitute a semester.56
In Kentucky, a student is declared ineligible under
this ruling when the student has graduated, or is eligible
to graduate, if the student has completed eight semesters in
attendance, or if the student has participated in one sport
for four years.

Ineligibility is permanent in all sports

under this ruling except in the last clause.

A student may

have participated in one sport for four years, but the
student is still eligible for other sports provided the
student has not used up the eight semesters.57
Indiana's ruling under this heading is somewhat
different than Kentucky's.

Any student who graduates from

a four-year high school is ineligible, but any student who
completes the requirements before the four years is still
eligible until his class graduates.

Enrollment shall be

limited to eight semesters, but a freshman enrolling for
the first time at the beginning of the second semester
5 6National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, ~· cit., p. 12.
57Kentucky High School Athletic Association, £E.• cit.,
pp. 13, 16.

-25may choose either the first or the ninth semester for
eligibility.5 8
Any student who is enrolled more than fifteen school
days between September 1 and December 1 for four times
shall be ineligible for football; or between December 1 and
March 1 for four times shall be ineligible for basketball,
except as stated above on a freshman entering for the first
time and at the beginning of the second semester.

Any

student who is enrolled more than fifteen school days
between March 1 and June 1 for four times shall be ineligible
for baseball, track, golf, tennis, or any other spring
sport, except with freshmen enrolling for the first time
as stated above.59
In Michigan , a student who is enrolled in a four-year
high school is eligible to compete in any one sport for
four seasons, or for three seasons while enrolled in a
three-year high school.

"Participation in one or more

interscholastic athletic events is considered as a season
of competition. 1160
Also , any student who has been enrolled in grad es nine
through twelve for more than eight semesters, of which the
seventh and eighth semesters must be consecutive, or he

58 rndiana High School Athletic Association, £E.• cit.,
pp. 23-26.
59Ibid. , p. 23.
p.

31.

60Michigan High School Athletic Association , ££• cit.,

-26has graduated from a regular four-year or three-year high
school, shall be declared ineligible .

However, if a student

fulfills the requirements for graduation, the student may
remain eligible for competition until his class graduates
providing the student is not doing graduate work . 61
Missouri 1 s rule is the same as Michigan's with the
addition that a student who graduate s during the final week
of a semester will remain eligible until Saturday midnight
of that week . 62
Wisconsin's rule in this section is similar to the
ones mentioned above.

A student may not participate in any

one sport for more than four seasons, but if a school has
combined fall and spring sports, these combined sports are
considered as one season of competition.

The student must

not have been enrolled and in attendance for more than eight
semesters while attending grades nine through twelve, of
which the seventh and eighth semesters must be consecutive,
or the student shall not have graduated from a school
offering twelfth-grade work or its equivalent.

If a student

completes his requirements before the school's regular
semester is up, the student may remain eligible until that
schedule is completed.

61

A semester's attendance in Wisconsin

Ibid., PP• 32-33.

62 Missouri State High School Activities Association,
..££• cit., p. 9.

-27is counted when a student has been enrolled for eight
weeks or has participated interscholastically . 63
To be eligible for athletics in Illinois, a student
must not have graduated from a four-year high school or
its equivalent, or after enrollment in the ninth grade, be
eligible for more than eight semesters, of which the seventh
and eighth semesters in attendance shall be consecutive , or
the student shall not be eligible for more than four
seasons in any one given sport .

Exceptions to this ruling

are that if a student graduates at the end of the first
semester or at the end of the spring semester, the student
may participate until the beginning of the second semester
if the student graduates at the end of the first semester;
or if the student graduates at the end of the spring
semester, the student may participate until the schedule
is completed, as in baseball .

If the student participates

in any scheduled game, it will be considered as a season of
competition . 64
Summary
There seems to be uniformity between the states
involved regarding this ruling .
They all follow fairly close to the recommendations
set up by the National Federation of eight semesters as a

63wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
£E. • cit ., p. 14.
6

4rllinois High School Association , .£E. •

.£11.,

pp . 14-15 .

-28limit for four-year high schools and six semesters as a
limit for junior high schools, as far as being an undergraduate and semesters of attendance is concerned .
Some of the states allow a freshman who enters for
the first time, at the beginning of the second semester,
the choice of competing the first or ninth semester .
All agree to the rule of allowing only four seasons
of competition in any one sport .
Transfers
The National Federation recommends that a student
be declared ineligible if "He transfers from one school to
another without corresponding change in his parents'
residence .

(Eligibility may be restored after at least
one semester. )'' 6 5
A student in Kentucky who represented any secondary

school in a first-team game of any sport and who changes
schools without the parents also changing residence shall
be ineligible for thirty-six school weeks .

This does not

apply to those students who transfer from a two-year to
a three-year or four-year high school, provided that the
student has completed all the required courses in the
school from which the student came . 66
65Nat1onal Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, !?.E.• .£!.!. , p . 12 .
66
Kentucky High School Athletic Association, £E.• cit . ,
pp.

14-15.

-29In Indiana, a student who transfers from one high
school to another, without the student's parents taking up
residence in the school district to which the student transfers, shall be ineligible for one calendar year.

In a

city which has several high schools, a student who transfers
shall be ineligible for one calendar year unless there are
specific school districts and the student's parents transfer to the new school district with the student and take up
residence.

Along with this, any student who transfers

schools is ineligible until an I.H.S.A.A.~} Athletic Transfer Blank is signed by the principal of the preceding
school and sent to the principal of the school to which the
student has transferred.

If a student's parents move out

of a school district, the student may stay in that district
and attend school until the end of the present semester
and still maintain eligibility until the end of that
semester.

Another part of this rule, which was set up

primarily for seniors, is that if a student's parents change
school districts, and provided there is no undue influence
connected to the case, the student may remain in that school
for the remainder of that school year and retain eligibility.67
In the three states mentioned above, no statement
occurred regarding a student's guardian or other persons
with which the student lives while attending school.

It

is assumed by the writer that the same rule would apply
67rndiana High School Athletic Association, .2E.• cit.,
pp. 22-24.
~

*Abbreviations

used in paper appear in Appendix I.

-30to them as to a student's parents.

Michigan has a clear

ruling regarding the student's guardians or other persons.
They are more liberal in certain aspects than the other
states mentioned above.
In Michigan, a student who transfers from one school
to another is declared ineligible for one full semester
unless the parent, parents, guardian or other persons with
whom the student has been living move into that school
district.

If a student's parents move to a different school

district, that student may remain in the present school for
as long as the student likes and retain eligibility or the
student may move with the parents at any time and be as
eligible as in the school from which the student came. 68
Missouri's rule on transfers is somewhat more detailed
than their other eligibility rules.

In Missouri, a student

who transfers from one high school to another, provided
the high school to which the student is transferring belongs
to the state association, must attend one complete semester
before becoming eligible unless the parents or guardians
move simultaneously with the student's enrollment and take
up residence in the new school district. 69

Residence is

defined as "Moving of the household properties to the new

68Michigan High School Athletic Association, .£.E.• .£!!.,
pp. 35-37.
69 Missouri State High School Activities Association,
.£.E.• cit., p. 8.

-31address and the parents or guardian and the student actually
living there."70
This rule shall not apply to students who live in a
dormitory in those schools in which ninety per cent of the
students live in the dorms.

Also, this rule will not apply

to those students who, because of reorganization of schools
and districts, are required to be placed in another high
school.

These students become eligible irnrnediately.71

When a student transfers, "· ••

he must be eligible in all

respects at the school from which he transferred without
establishing a semester of attendance at the school to which
he is transferring.n72
If a student were to enter a high school other than
the public high school in the student's home district and
then transfers to that public school in the home district,
the student would be ineligible for one full semester.
If the student transferred from the home district public
school to a private or parochial school, the student would
be ineligible for one full semester.73
The Wisconsin rule on transfers is the same as
Missouri's with the following exceptions.

A boy who trans-

fers from one high school to another without the parents or
70ibid., p. 9.
71rbid., pp. 8-9.
72 rbid., p. 9.
73rbia., p. 9.

-32guardian taking up residence in the new district will be
ineligible for competition in the new district.

Once a boy

has acquired eligibility in one school, the boy may continue
attendance at that school and maintain eligibility even
though the parents move.

Another exception is that a boy

may transfer from a special private or parochial high
school to a public high school, or vice versa, only once
and still maintain eligibility, unless in unusual cases
in which the Board of Control gives special approval.
The last exception is that a free tuition student, one who
has no high school in that student's home district, has a
choice on first enrollment, but the student must stay at
that school to maintain eligibility unless the student's
legal residence is changed.74

A student in Illinois who transfers from one high
school district to another shall become eligible immediately
if the transfer is made at the beginning of a semester or
within one month if the transfer is made within a semester
with the provision that the parents or legal guardian take
up residence in the new school district.75

Taking up

residence is defined as "Persons who have established a
permanent home and actually, physically, live in it."7 6
If the parents ,or guardian do not move into the new

~·

74wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
cit., pp. 6-8.
75Illinois High School Association, £E.• cit., p. 15.
76

~., pp. 15-16.

-33district and the student does transfer to the new district,
the student will be ineligible for one year.77
If a student 1 s parents move into a school district
where there is no high school, the student may attend the
school of his choice and still maintain his eligibility.7 8
Summary
With regard to transfers, most of the states agree
that a student's parents must take up residence in the new
school district in which the student has transferred or the
student will be declared ineligible for a full year .
Michigan and Missouri declare the student i neligible for
only one full s emester under the same situation.
There are differences concerning the amount of time
that a student is declared ineligible.

The amount of time

ranges from one full semester to permanent ineligibility .
Wisconsin declares a student permanently ineligible
in the new school district unless the student's parents
or guardians move with the student and take up residence
as stated in the above rulings.
Awards
The National Federation recommends that a student be
declared ineligible if "· •• he accepts from any source, a
sweater, jersey or any other award exceeding one dollar in
77Ibid., p.

15.

7Sibid., p. 13.

-34value other than those usually given, such as medals,
trophies, fobs, letters, and other athletic insignia.n79
In Kentucky, the rule states:
All awards to players shall be of a reasonable
intrinsic value and shall be made by the school
or the K.E.S.A.A. No more than two sweaters,
jackets or similar articles shall be awarded any
player during his high school career. A student
who violates this rule shall be inel~~ible for
further interscholastic competition.
Indiana's award ruling is quite long and detailed.
Part 1 of this rule states that:
of awards and medals shall:

nThe giving and receiving

(a) be kept within reasonable

bounds; (b) have symbolic value only; and (c) be done by
and with the consent and under supervision of the high
school principals concerned.n81

Part 2 of the rule stresses

the point that only one sweater, jacket or article of
similar significance may be given for participation in any
one given sport.

Part 3 of the rule deals with the giving

of trophies or similar articles of symbolic value.

These

may be given in addition to the one award mentioned in
Part 2. 82 "Symbolic shall be understood to refer to a
symbol, emblem, or a token rather than an article having
intrinsic value.n83
79National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, E.E• cit., p. 12.
8 °Kentucky High School Athletic Association, E.E• cit.,
p. 26.
81
rndiana High School Athletic Association, .££ • cit.,
p. 213.
82 Ibid.,, p. 2t3 .
83Ibid., p. 28.

-35Part

4

of the rule stresses the point that awards

may be given to teams and participants in meets under the
ruling of the I.H.S.A.A. as long as they fall under Parts 1,
2, or 3. 84

Parts

5, 6,

and 7 of the rule deal with the question

of who may give awards.

"The I.H.S.A.A. service clubs,

civic groups, newspapers and radio, dad's and mother's clubs,
patriotic organizations, are the only ones who may give
awards. nB5
Part 8 of the rule stresses the point that athletic
equipment is considered merchandise and cannot be acceptea. 86
Part 9 states that "• •• penalties for violation of
this rule will be dealt with by the Board of Control."87
In Michigan, a student may not accept an award of any
kind for athletic participation that exceeds three dollars.
Athletic banquets, luncheons, dinners, etc., if accepted in
kind will not be prohibited under this rule.

Students who

violate this ruling will be ineligible for competition for
at least one full semester from the date of the violation
and, if thought serious enough by the Executive Committee or
Representative Council, the student may be declared ineligible
for any length of time these governing bodies feel is
84rbid., p. 2tl.
B5Ibid., pp. 28-29.
86 rbid., p. 29.

87~., p. 29.

-36necessary.

Only one award may be given for participation
in any one given sport per season. 88
A Missouri student may not receive an award other than
that given by a school or the M.S .H.S.A.A. for services
as an athlete in the sport in which the student is competing.

Awards may be in the form of school letters or trophies
at prevailing school prices.

Violation of this rule will

be dealt with by the Board of Control of the M.S.H.S.A.A.89
Wisconsin's rule on awards states that:
A boy shall be ineligible for one year from
the date of offense in a sport if, after first
certification, he accepts an award from other
than a member school or the State Association
during the established year. These awards are
limited to badges, banners, certificates, cups,
medals, pictures, ribbons, tro~hies, and
unattached emblems or letters . ~O
First certification here refers to the first time a boy's
name appears on an eligibility list in a specified sport,
the student becomes certified in that sport for the rest
of the student's high school eligibility .

This shall not

apply to awards accepted for summer or non-school activities
or to activities other than football and basketball and
those sports which are promoted by the state association
during the summer or non-school periods.91
88Michigan High School Athletic Association, ~· cit.,
pp. 28; 38-39.
~·

89Missouri State High School Activities Association,
cit., pp. 7, 20.
90wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association,
., p. 15.

~· ci t

9libid., p. 15.

-37Illinois, like Michigan , sets a three-dollar limitation on any award given except a letter awarded for
athletics by a student's school.

This does not prohibit

the receiving of medals, cups, or trophies for recognition of athletic achievements, for those students who
participate in athletic events in which three or more
high schools are participating, providing those conducting
the event present the awards.

The penalty for violation

of this rule is the subsequent ineligibility of the student,
who can then regain eligibility only through a ruling by
the Board of Directors of the I.H.S.A.92
Summary
Two of the states, Illinois and Michigan , limit value
of awards to three dollars, while other states restrict
awards to those of reasonable intrinsic value and still
others restrict awards to tokens or emblems.
For violation of this rule, the states differ in the
administering of punishment .

Punishment ranges from

permanent ineligibility to a period of time to be determined
by the Board of Directors or its equivalent in the various
states.
Amateur Rule
The National Federation states that a student-• • • has lost his amateur standing if he has
accepted remuneration, gift or donation directly
9 2 Illinois High School Association, .£E.• cit., pp. 19-20.

-38or indirectly for participating in an athletic
contest or he has participated under an assumed
name or he has competed on a team, some player
of which was paid for his participation, or he
has entered into a playing contract with a
professional club or agent . Reference to a gift
or donation is not intended to preclude the
acceptance of a medal or pin of small intrinsic
value which is customarily used for track and
similar activities and is presented by the
sponsoring organization.93
To the writer's knowledge, the only stipulation that
the Kentucky association makes toward amateurs is in
regard to the signing of professional baseball contracts .
Their ruling on baseball contracts conforms to the ruling
of the National Federation . 94
The Indiana association has adopted the National
Federation's ruling on professional participation with the
addition that a student may participate in baseball
schools and clinics in the summer, and may participate in
golf tournaments in the summer as long as the student
does not receive cash or merchandise or their equivalent
or as long as the student's family does not accept such
remunerations.95
Once a student has violated the amateur standing,
the student is declared ineligible for all interscholastic
activities and the only way in which reinstatement to
93National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, E.E.• cit., p. 12.
p.

25 .

p.

27 .

94Kentucky High School Athletic Association, on. cit .,
~

-

95rndiana High School Athletic Association, E.E.• cit.,

-39amateur standing can be obtained is through application
to the Board of Control of the I.H.S.A . A. after one
calendar year has elapsed in which the student has
confined to the runateur ruling . 96
Michigan's ruling on amateurs is similar to Indiana's
except that in Michigan a student may not receive remuneration for officiating in interscholastic contests.

The

rest of their rule is the same as Indiana's . 97
The Missouri rule on amateurs is quite different
than the other states involved here .

In Missouri , a

student must be an amateur in the sport in which the
student competes .

An amateur is one who has not accepted

remuneration other than the type allowed to be given by
the student's school or member schools or the Missouri
association . 9 8
Wisconsin has three parts to their amateur rule .
Part 1 deals with those violations that declare a student
permanently ineligible in a sport if the student has signed
a contract or an agreement for services rendered , or
accepted pay or its equivalent , or has endorsed something .
This ruling does not apply to summer activities except

9 6 Ibid ., p . 27 .
p.
~·

39 .

97Michigan High School Athletic Association , ~· cit . ,

98Missouri State High School Activities Association,
cit ., p . 7 .

-40football and basketball and those sports promoted by the
Wisconsin association during the summer non- school period . 99
The second part of the rule deals with those
violations in which a student is declared ineligible for
one year from the date of the violation .

Ineligibility

is declared here when a student plays on a team in which
players were paid , plays under an assumed name, participates in a post-season contest, plays on a high school
team on Sunday, or participates in a baseball all-star
game not of local or city nature .

Exception to this rule

is the same as in the previous paragraph . 100
The third part of the rule declares a boy ineligible
for the rest of the season if , after being certified
on an athletic team in a given season, the student partici pates in some game other than a school contest during that
season . 101
The Illinois rule states that:
A student shall be an amateur , one who has
never used and is not now using his knowledge
of athletics or his athletic skill for gain as
a participant in athletic contests and he shall
not have played on any team on which there is
one or more paid players . A paid player or
one who uses his athletic skill for gain is
interpreted as one who received money or
merchandise or other materials and rewards in
excess of the amount necessary to cover actual
99wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association ,
£.E. • cit . , pp . 15-16 .
lOOrbid ., p . 16 .
lOlibid ., p . 16 .

-41hotel bills and actual fare for transporta tion.102
If a student accepts material reward, except as
stated above, the student is declared permanently ineligible
and, if the student plays in a contest where there is a
paid player, the student is declared ineligible for one
year . 103
Summary
There seems to be a wider margin between the states
on this ruling than on any other .

One state, Kentucky ,

has only a ruling on professional baseball contracts; a
couple of the other states conform to the recommendations
of the National Federation, while still other states have
their own interpretations .
Of the rules listed above, the Wisconsin rule seems ,
to the writer, to cover the problems most adequately .
Limited Team Membership
The National Federation recommends that a student be
declared ineligible if" •• • he has , after becoming a member
of a high school squad, taken part in an independent contest
where admission is charged . "104
102 rllinois High School Association, ~ · cit . , p . 18 .
l03Ibid . , p . 18 .
l04National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, £.E.• cit ., p . 12 .

-42In Kentucky, a student may not, after competing in a
first-team game in any sport, participate on any other team,
unless in case of a transfer.

The student may not play

against any independent or college team or play on any
independent or college team without first being declared
ineligible in that sport.

The only exception is in case

of alumni games and charity games sanctioned by the
K.H.S.A.A. Board of Control. 1 05
The Indiana High School Athletic Association has a
ruling to the effect that a student, while a member of any
athletic team, participating as a member of any other similar
game the same season shall be declared ineligible for the
remainder of that season.106
Also, any student who participates in a demonstration,
such as coaching clinics and schools, outside of the state
of Indiana shall be declared ineligible for a period of
time set up by the Board of Control of the I.H.S.A.A.107
The Michigan High School Athletic Association's ruling
on limited team membership is similar to Indiana's in that
once a student has played on any athletic team of a high
school, the student may not participate in any similar
athletic contest outside of the school or in one which is
l05Kentucky High School Athletic Association, £E.• cit.,
pp. 15-16; 24.
p.

24.

106rndiana High School Athletic Association, op. cit.,
l07Ibid., p.

25.

-43not sponsored by the school.

If a student violates this

ruling, the student will be declared ineligible for the
remainder of the season in that sport.

In addition to

this, a student who has represented a high school in
basketball after February 15 , may not participate in any
basketball contest after that date to the end of the school
year without being declared ineligible in all sports for the
remainder of the school year, if a senior , and for one full
year if an underclassman . 108
In Missouri , a student may not participate on or
against any out of school teams during the school year
without losing eligibility for one calendar year . 109
The Wisconsin Inters cholastic Athletic Association
has a ruling to the effect that a student cannot , after
being certified on a high s chool athletic team in a certain
sport , participate in that sport for other than his school
for the remainder of the season .

I

If the student violates

this ruling, the student will be ineligible for the remainder
of that season . 110
The Illinois High School Association ruling reads
as follows regarding limited team membership:
If , during the school year and while he is
a member of a school squad in any sport , he plays
l08Michigan High School Athletic Association , £E.• cit . ,

pp .

40-41 .

l09Missouri State High School Activities Association ,
.££• cit ., p. 10 .

11 0wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association ,
££• cit . , p . 16 .

-44a match game on any other team representing his
own school, he shall be ineligible from the date
of such match game through a period equivalent to
one whole semester. All of this time shall be made
up of time in which the student is in actual
attendance in the high schoo1.lll
The student is considered a member of a high school
squad when the student's name appears on the eligibility list
and only after the student's name has been omitted from the
eligibility list for two consecutive times is the student
considered as not being a member of the high school squad.112
Summary
The associations involved have somewhat similar
rulings regarding limited team membership.

All agree that

after a student has represented a high school team in a
certain sport that the student may not represent or play
against any other team in any athletic contest during the
season of that sport unless the student has been dropped
from the team.
The only factor that the associations differ on is
the amount of time that the student is to be declared
ineligible, and this ranges from one full year to the
remainder of the season in that sport .
Undue Influence
The National Federation recommends that a student be
declared ineligible if the student transfers from one
lllrllinois High School Association, ££. •
112 rbid., p. 20.

.£.!!. , p . 20 .

-45school to another for the purpose of athletics because of
undue influence on the part of anyone connected with the
school.113
In Kentucky, a student is declared ineligible for one
full year if anyone uses undue influence to secure or retain
the student or the student's parents.

The offending school

shall be suspended for a time as judged by the Commissioner
of the K.H.S. A.A.

The Commis s ione r shall be the sole judge

as to the interpretation of the use of undue influence.114
Indiana's ruling on "undue influence" is the same as
Kentucky's with the exception that the Athletic Council and
the Board of Control will rule on the suspension, amount of
time the student is to be declared ineligible, and on the
interpretation of the use of "undue influence". 1 15
A student in Missouri is declared ineligible for
twelve months if anyone uses "undue influence" to secure or
retain a student.

If the "undue influence" was used by a

school or someone connected with the school, the school
shall be penalized.

The Board of Control of the M.S.H.S.A.A.
shall rule upon such cases. 1 16
113National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, £E.• cit., p. 12.
114Kentucky High School Athletic Association, ~· cit.,
p. 16.
p.
~·

25.

11 5rndiana High School Athletic Association, ~· cit.,

116Missouri State High School Activities Association,
cit., p. 10.

-46The Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association's
ruling regarding influence is covered under their amateur
ruling where it rules to the effect that any individual
who accepts valuable consideration for his athletic

ab~lity

shall be declared ineligible for all further participation
in that sport .

The Board of Control of the W. I.A.A. shall

rule upon such cases.
The Illinois High School Association's ruling on
"undue influence" is quite long and detailed.

It reads as

follows:
The use of undue influence by any\ person
connected or not connected with the school to secure
or retain the attendance of a student whose parents
do not reside in the district where the student
attends school, or to secure or retain the residence
of the parents of a student in the district, shall
cause the student to be ineligible for a period
to be determined by the Board of Directors , but
in no case shall the period of ineligibility be
less than one year .
In interpretation of this rule the Board shall,
unless vital and impressive reasons to the contrary,
be submitted, accept as prima facie evidence.of
undue influence: The award of free tuition , free
textbooks, allowance for transportation , priority
in assignment of jobs or any other privileges or
considerations not accorded to other students
similarly conditioned whether athletes or nonathletes . However , since in general , affiliated
member schools or schools conducted by colleges
or universities for purposes of educational experi mentation , research and practice teaching having
no "districtsn, the solicitation of beginning fresh men by representatives of these schools shall not
be regarded as undue influence . 117
To the writer's knowledge, Michigan has no ruling
regarding "undue influence" .
11 7rllinois High School Association , ~ ·

.£l!.,

p. 17 .

-47Swnmary
The associations involved seem to agree as to the
ruling on "undue influence" .

Most of the associations leave

the interpretation and punishment of the rule up to their
Board of Control or its equivalent.

Only one state, Kentucky,

leaves the punishment up to the Commissioner of the
K.H . S.A . A.
Illinois has the most clearly defined rule on "undue
influence" involved under this section .

IV.

SUMMARY

The writer has attempted to survey player eligibility
rules of the various states involved in this paper to see
if they followed the recommended

minim~

eligibility rules

as set forth by the National Federation.
In the opinion of the writer, the various state
associations have followed closely to the National Federation's recommendations on most of the rulings covered
here.

In a few cases, the states have deviated from the

recommendations of the National Federation so as to better
serve their situation .
According to the National Federation, this is
acceptable because when the recommended rules were set
up, the statement was made that the rules would not fit
in each individual situation, but that they were set up
with a rather lenient attitude and it was hoped that the
various state associations could fit their rulings within
their limitations .

However, it appears that some of the

state associations could not fit their rulings within the
limitations set up by the National Federation and had to
extend leniency on some phases of their rulings to better
serve their situations.118
118National Federation of State High School Athletic
Associations, ££.• cit., p. 6.
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-49It has been apparent over the years that we cannot
have a lasting and satisfactory system of interscholastic
competition unless the schools who are competing can meet
under approximate equal terms .

Such equality can be attained

through our state high school athletic associations .

They

are the machinery by which policies and regulations are
formulated for promoting the welfare of high school students
in their activity programs .

APPENDIX I
Abbreviations
Used in This Paper
I.H.S.A.--Illinois High School Association
I.H.S.A.A.--Indiana High School Athletic Association
K.H.S.A.A.--Kentucky High School Athletic Association
M.H.S.A.A.--Michigan High School Athletic Association
M.S.H.S.A.A.--Missouri State High School Activities
Association
National Federation--National Federation of State High
School Athletic Associations
W.I.A.A.--Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association
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